[Ultrastructural modifications in the thyroid glands of mice treated with lithium gluconate].
The various morphological and functional changes produced by lithium gluconate treatment of Mouse thyroid and ultimobranchial cells show complex interactions, involving direct and indirect effects. In most of the cases these effects determine metabolism (thyroid cells) or differentiation (ultimobranchial cell) disturbances. In most of the cases analysed changes do not concern the whole gland and should not have important consequences on its general activity-so it is more likely that at low concentration the effects of lithium gluconate on the thyroid gland of manic depressive patients might be neglected at the level of the functional state of the whole gland.